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2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10, 15-29, 32-36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Millheim in view of Streetman (6456092). 

Millheim discloses a method for drilling a wellbore at a wellsite having a drilling 
rig 10 with a downhole drilling tool (col. 4, line 7) comprising: selectively advancing the 
drilling tool operated according to a wellsite setup; collecting wellsite parameters from 
downhole sensors (col. 5, line 18); transmitting at least a portion of the wellsite 
parameters to an offsite control center 20; performing an analysis of the wellsite 
parameters (col. 10, lines 34-36); manually adjusting the wellsite set up from the offsite 
center 20 or surface control unit 18 based on the analysis of the wellsite parameters 
(col. 10, line 54); establishing an offsite communication link (col. 5, lines 31-34) between 
the offsite control center and the wellsite; establishing an onsite communication link 
between the surface control unit and a surface system of the wellsite (col. 6, lines 14- 
15); an offsite communication link between the offsite control center and the downhole 
tool (col. 7, lines 37-39); parameters transmitted via satellite 24 (col. 5, lines 39-43); the 
transmitting and adjusting steps performed in real time (col. 2, line 68); the transmitting 
and adjusting steps performed at intervals (col. 6, lines 60-63); the drilling tool being a 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,406 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3672 

measurement while drilling tool (col. 7, line 27); an offsite processor 61 adapted to 
generate an analysis of the wellsite parameters and make decisions; an offsite 
controller (col. 9, lines 57-68) adjusting the wellsite setup according to the analysis of 
the wellsite parameters; and the offsite center having a monitor (fig. 6) for displaying the 
wellsite parameters but not automatically adjusting from an offsite center. 

Streetman discuss automatically adjusting wellsites' equipment from an offsite 
center based on analysis (col. 2, lines 50-57). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to automatically adjust wellsite equipment from an offsite 
center, as discussed by Streetman, in order to control a large number of wells from one 
site (Streetman, col. 6, lines 31-33). 



Claims 1 1-14, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Millheim in view of Streetman as applied to claims 1 and 19, 
respectively, above, and further in view of Alvarado et al. (5864772). 

The combination discloses transmitting operating data to a remote location but 
not deploying a wireline tool with sensors into the wellbore. 

Alvarado et al. show a wireline tool 10 with sensors transmitting data to a remote 

■ 

location. 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to use a wireline tool to gather well data to be transmitted to a 
remote location, as shown by Alvarado et al., since it is well known to gather data from 

« 

a wireline tool as well as a drilling tool. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see page 9, filed 13 December 2006, with respect to 
claims 1,19, and 33 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 U.S.C. 
101 rejection of claims 1,19, and 33 has been withdrawn. 

Applicant's discussion of the Millheim-Streetman combination is not convincing. 
The examiner contends Streetman suggests analogous art by stating, 'When a 
successful well is drilled" thereby linking drilling to completion. Since the system 
described by applicant does not involve any special innovation to drilling, only the 
transfer and use of data, the examiner believes one of ordinary skill would have found 
the nexus between transferring data to/from drilling or completing operations from a 
remote location, as the combination shows. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,406 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3672 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Smith whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7034. The examiner can normally be reached on T-F, 8-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David J. Bagnell can be reached on 571-272-6999. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



David Bagnell 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 



Art Unit 3672 



MJS 

7 February 2007 




